
April7, 1989

, Dtytst0N 0F
CIl, GAS & MINITI|G

Xr. Lowell P. Eraxton, Administraton
l'1 inerel Resource Development
and Reclamation Program
Department of Natural Resources
Division of 0il, Oas and l'lining
3 Trid Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake City, Uteh 8,1180- i 205

DeBr mr. Braxton,

I talked to 1989. You surysted I wt'ite a letter
This letter is an effort t0 comply with yourexplsining our

request.

In 1974, a comparry nvolved, as well as two other panties, applied to
drill a well in a BLtl corr ider abovE in what was then known m Hidden Vallar near
LeeG, Utah. Our application wm granted. Our well wes drilld, and we found the water we

neeffi. Howarer, it wes found that one of the partim involyed, o man named Orvin Nielsen, had

built a house on BLll land. The BLfl refused to give us etess, a power line in, and a water line
out,until thetrespmsproblemwassolved. Wehadsurfmwaternights,includingditches,
ponds, and right-of-ways that we were able to use, so with a gas powerd pump, we dumpd our
water intos pond.

| , pensonally worked with the BLl4 {or three years, trying to solve the problem, but
Nielson would nst take @wn the h0us, and the BLN was 6damant. In 198 I , 5r1 Nining
Company, with.Jerry 0lazier as president, started to mine end put in leech pon6 above our well.
Jemy came to us and offered t0 buy ouf well site, then without consulting us, he trespassed
Bverour,sswellffi BLflproperty,withapowerline,pulledour pump,replffiitwithhis
own electric pump, and started to pump our well. He promised to re- imburse us for the well
sight, as well m help us find water 0n our own land. We drerv up a contrEct, but he refused to
sign it. He did not re- imburse us for the full amount he owd us, and did not meet any of the
terms of the contrct which he verbally had 4reed t0. We drilled six dry holes before we found
inferi0r and limitd water 0n our own property.

Any,way, the tresspass problem wm cleared up. Then 511 went banknupt. We apprmhed
,Jerry,suggestingthEtheallorrustotakebmkourwell. Herefused. LastDecember,theBLH,
in a letter to me, said that they would give us access to the well. Bmause of that promise, we

started and heve compieted a $ 175,000 improvement project here in our Valley. I rroived the
right-of-way from the BLll , but the gront included a statement, "$ubject to m ining claims. "

Now, every time I appear bet0re an gwernment ogency ,.lenry olazier is there t0 hsrrass
me ( the state engineer's office to obtain a chenge in point of diversion for our water, m well ss

the county planning commission for our preliminary and final sub-division approvals). He

tells these angencies that 5N contaminated the underground water in their mining prmss,
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therefore we should not be allowd to use the water in either of our wells, and that we ctually
hare no waterrights. The egencies have not listend to him , but we have hed to take tests of both
wells to prove that the water at the pr esent time is nst contaminated, and we have had to prwe
that we fu have enough water to satisfy oun development nds, but when we go for appnoval of
our sec0nd phme, which is totally dependent up0n the woten in the well in the BLll conri&r,
Jerry 0lazier will be there to protest.

lYith BLtl permission, we are running an underground power line in and water line out, to
and from the well. We will be pumping that well. With your permission, we want to monitor
the water from the well to see that it is not contaminated in the clean up proce$. *Jerry 0lazier
might protest ond say that he is the one that should do the monitoring, but that would be like
giving the fox the key to the lmk on the hen hsuse.

There has been no mining in thot particular part of the BLl"l comidor fon 40 on more
yffins. However,ourwell,ponds,ditches,andright-of-wayarelocatdonwhatisknownasthe
New CElifornio claim, but they are lffiated &wn stream about 500 yards from the 511 operation,
so it is imperative that the monitoring prm€ss take place. Will you grant us perm ission to tr
so, and thereby, prevent,Jerry 0leier from continuing his harrassment?

Sincerely,

---^,i=.I-urtr
LaVarr B. Webb
Apnt, Silver VallaT Estates

Box 80 |

Leeds, Utah 84746


